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PREFACE. 


T: HE following Letter was ſent me, with full 
Liberty to diſpoſe of it as I ſhould think fit; 
and finding the ſame calculated for general Uſe, 
and indeed defign'd for the Preſs in Barbados, I 
apprehended it would be altogether improper, if 
not unjuſt, to conceal it here; eſpecially after 
an Addreſs, taken notice of therein, had been 
diſperſed throughout the Kingdom in our Weekly 
News-Papers. Natural Fuſtice dictates, that 
each Party ſhould be heard before either is con- 
demned ; which will hold as well on Appeals to 
the Publick, as with regard to Matters depend- 
ing in eſtabliſbed Courts of Fudicature ; and this 
is an Account perhaps which may be as fairly 
adjuſted, now both are in their Graves,. as be- 
fore. I ſoon reſolv'd therefore, to put the Per- 
formance into ſuch Hands, as would not fail to 
ſend it abroad exactly as it came to mine; and it 
was judꝝ d moſt eligible to do jo, without the Pri- 
wity of the late Governor's Friends, becauſe it. 
manifeſily relates to Tranſactions beyond their 
Inſpettion, and the World might, bęſides, by ſuch 
a Conduct, be ſure of the genuine Sentiments of a 

very diſcerning Perſon on the ſpot. 1 
But with this Publication of my Friend's 
Epiſtle, I muſt be allowed to declare, that as, I 
could not poſſibly have any ſhare in the Diſputes 
which are the Subject of it, ſo neither am 1 any 
way intereſted in them, For tho Twas neceſſarily 
engag'd in all thepolitical Conteſts of that 9 
85 a 2 or 


PREFACE. 
for more than twenty Years precedent to theſe 
(which it were rather» to be wiſhed had been 
buried with the Aſhes of the tavo Principals) 1 


had yet the Satisfaftion to leave it a few Months 


before Mr. B---g's Arrival, poſſeſs d of the en- 
tire good Will of the Inhabitants, then in perfect 


Harmony among ft 3 How far I might 


be inſtrumental to ſo defirable an Union, I can- 
not ſay; but am certain my conſtant Endeavours 
for that purpoſe were not wanting, fince I ever 


had, as I ſhall always retain, a fincere Affection 


both for the People and the Place, where it has 


already been my Lot to ſpend the better part of 
Life ; and having therefore no great Ambition 
at theſe Years, I ſhall not much grudge quietly 
to end it in the ſame Climate. 


The Natne ſubſcribed to what 1s now offered 
the Publick,will undoubtedly be ſufficient to pro- 


cure the Attention which That deſerves. But 
Tcan do no leſs, on this Occaſion, than acknow- 
ledge, that a long Intimacy with the Author bas 
given me the „ An” Proofs of Veracity and 
Candour ; as his Station, during my Abſence, 
muſt of courſe have afforded him the beſt Oppor- 
tunities of knowing the Facts be relates, How- 
ever, to theſe I ſhall add no Remarks of mine, 
on one Side or the other, but frankly leave every 


Reader to form his own impartial Judgment 


upon the whole. — 
Lincoln's-Inn- Fields. 
March 10, 17400. „ . 
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Barbados, December 2 7th, 1 _ 


— N the laſt Letter J had the 
WIN Honour to receive from you, 
there is ſomething like a Com- 
plaint of my not being par- 
ticular enough in the Account 
I formerly gave you of Mr, 
B--g" $ Reception, and the Diſputes that have 
happen'd in his Adminiſtration. You are 
pleated to think my ne in this Ifland 


enables 
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(2) 
enables me to form a tolerableJudgment of Per- 
ſons and Things; and my preſent Station will 
not ſuffer me to be a Stranger to its publick 
Affairs. The Truth is, while that Gentle- 
man was alive, I knew his Actions would 
ſpeak for him daily, and juſtify him much 
better than any thing I could write. Beſides, | 
I really did not like the Subject. The Conteſt 
between the Governor and Mr. P---s was in- 
glorious on the part of the former; becauſe, tho' 
he was ſure of Victory in the End, yet he de- 
ſpair'd of reaping Honour from it. 


But after all, if one had ventur'd to trouble 
vou with a tedious Story of the old Follies of 
Barbados acted over again (where you have 
| ſeen an Aſſembly ſupporting one Governor 
in all things unlawful, and oppoſing another 
in all things lawful) yet he could never have 
thought of removing that Load of Calumny 
that has lately been thrown upon Mr B--- : 
He might as well have anticipated a Charge 
of Robbery or Coining, as thoſe Forgeries 
that have been ſo induſtriouſly tranſmitted 
home, and are now echo'd back, both in 
private Letters and publick Prints. As things 
ſtand at preſent, our late Governor can't an- 
ſwer for himſelf; and yet his Memory, his 
Family, and his Friends, call aloud to have 
the Account between him and his Enemies 
_ adjuſted ; and as nothing can be ſufficient for | 
this Purpoſe, but Facts that are either noto- 
rious, or well atteſted, ſo I ſhall be obliged 
OED 7: "Ws 
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to enter into a Detail, exceeding the ordinary 
Bounds of a Letter; not doubting your uſual 
Indulgence to an old Friend, who is neither 
fond of, nor us'd to this Way of Writing, 
which neceſſarily touches ** perſonal Cha- 
racter. 


On the 1 5th of December 1739, his late Ex- 
cellency arriv'd at Pilgrim-Houſe, which he 
found in ſuch Order as was far from denot- 
ing a hearty Welcome to his Government. 
He muſt have walk'd up to the Door through 
| Graſs and Weeds, if the Diligence of the 
| Treaſurer had not apply'd a haſty Remedy to 
this as well as ſome other Indecencies. 'The 
Garden was a mere Waſte, and he never was 
allow'd a Gardener to put it in Order; a 
Trifle that has hardly ven denied to for- 
mer Governors. The rubbing of his Baggage 
by the Spaniards, had left him deſtitute of al- 
moſt every thing but his Plate and his Cloaths ; 
no ſmall Diſadvantage, beſides the Loſs, in 
aà Place where he could not be ſupply'd for 
Money, and where Parade and Shew are eſ- 
teem'd vital Parts of Government. The In- 
habitants, thro Fear, Dependence, Neceſſity 
or Example, were devoted blindly to the Will 
of one Man, whoſe imaginary Intereſt and 
real Intention it was, to diſtreſs a new Go- 
vernor. This was ſo generally the Caſe, that 
it will hardly admit of any Exception, unleſs 
| that of the Counſellors, Lawyers, ſome of 
| the Publick Officers, and a few . who 
B 2 were 
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were Men of Senſe and clear Eſtates. Even 
the Secretary, who was at the ſame time 
* Clerk of the Council and of the Aſſembly, 
was the Boſom-friend of the Governor's de- 
termin'd Enemy, and enjoy'd thoſe two in- 
compatible Poſts, for Reaſons well known to 
his Patron. In private Conferences, as well as 
the Aſſembly's Addreſs, the Governor was en- 
tertain'd with long Declamations upon the Po- 
verty of the Country, the ſtedfaſt Reſolutions 
of its Repreſentatives concerning his Appoint- 
ment; and was often told of the ſeaſonable 
Notice that had been given him in England, 
to confine his Expectations within narrow Li- 
mits. Not a Word all this while of his Ex- 
cellency's conſummate Wiſdom and Fuſtice, 
with all thoſe ſhining Qualities that adorn Go- 
vernment and make it uſeful. No more than 
a dry, forc'd Compliment or two, importing 
that he was early acquainted with Buſineſs ; 
and that they expected ſome Good, becauſe 
they never had heard any Ill of him. The 
Governor remonſtrated, that the Country was 
now in a much more flouriſhing Condition 
than my Lord H--- found it in; he was con- 

WS + fcious 
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* That Gentleman is now only Clerk of the 
Aſſembly ; for being convinc'd, it ſeems, that 
both Poſts were incompatible, he refign'd the 

ether, and the Secretary here (in whoſe Patent 
it 15) has appointed a new Deputy. 


„ 


ſcious of having brought with him as good 


Intentions as the beſt of his Predeceſſors; 
he was not ſenſible that his Character was 


blemiſh'd; his Deſign was to ſpend every 


Shilling he ſhould receive from the Country 


(of which he gave ſolemn Aſſurances) and he 
hop'd to approve himſelf not unworthy of 


any Favour that might be ſhewn him. But 
if he were leſs confider'd than his immedi- 
ate Predeceſſor, he could not avoid thinking 


it was ſetting a Mark upon him; an Indig- 


nity offer d him, under which he could not ſit 
ealy. As his utmoſt Demand was a Settle- 


ment equal to L---d H 's, fo he ſhould 
never deſire or accept of more in any Shape 


whatſoever. 


While the Event of this Negociation was 


doubtful, the Governor's Affability, open Be- 
haviour, and Hoſpitality, gain'd upon the 
Minds of all that came near him; and they 


did not fail to utter their Sentiments and hear- 


ty Wiſhes that he might be gratify'd ; judg- 
ing this the only Meaſure that could procure 


Peace and Happineſs to the People. The 
whole Council, and moſt of the Aſſembly were 
of this Temper; and I can aſſüre you faith- 
fully, I did not meet with one thinking Man 
among Mr. P----'s beſt Friends who thought 
differently. But all theſe thought for the Pub- 
lick, Mr, P for himſelf. To explain 
which, it will be proper to review ſome for- 
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(6) 
mer Tranſactions, which you will eaſily re- 
collect. 


You may remember, Sir, that this Gentle- 
man's firſt Notion of obtaining the Govern- 
ment of this Iſland was conceiv'd immediately 


es upon the Death of L----d H----w. The 


Project, I am told, was form'd between him 


and my Lord's Chaplain, who found Means 


of perſuading him, that if he made a 
Friend of Lady — ſhe would be able to 


procure the Poſt for him, and the Engliſh Sa- 


lary for herſelf. To work he fell immedi- 


ately, . and got a Preſent of 2500 J. voted to 


the Lady ; ; which Sum was paid as the Price of 
his future Government. For you are ſenſible, 
he was liberal, without Meaſure, of the pub- 


lick Money, when he could find his Account 


in waſting it; witneſs the tano memorable Coun- 
try-Orders for 810 J. A deteſtable Fraud! 
which exercis'd all your Vigilance and Saga- 
city in detecting and diſappointing it, But 
this Chimera ſoon vaniſhed, and made Way 
for ſomething a little more ſubſtantial, tho' 
not more ſucceſsful ; upon which however he 
built ſuch ſanguine Expectations, that he could 
not refrain from expreſſing his Joy to you, 

who, he well knew, could ſhare no Part of 


it. All his well wrought Schemes being at 


length diſconcerted, he reſolv'd on playing an 
After- game. Accordingly he draws the then 
Aſſembly into ſuch Reſolutions as he thought 
proper, tranſmits the fame to their Agent at 

Lon- 


I 
London, and thereby beats down the Value of 
the Government ſo low, that he hoped no 


| Perſon of Condition would accept of it; and 


the Miniſtry would be reduced to throw it 
away upon him, who was, of all Men liv- 
ing, the moſt unfit for it. But this Maſter- 
piece of Policy fail'd like the reſt; for a new 
Governor was appointed at home, and ſhortly 
expected here, 0 


What then muſt a forlorn, diſappointed 


Gentleman do? Ambition was no more. 
'There was ſome Comfort ſtill left. A Sacri- 


| fice was due to Rage and Envy; the Poſt 


was to be made bitter to the Man who had 
been hardy enough to ſupplant him ; and 
what is more, there was a Way open for ex- 
erciſing the Powers of the Government, with- 


out having the Commiſſion. Juſt in this Si- 


tuation did Mr. B---g find our Demagogue, 
who was at the fame time Speaker of the A/ 
ſembly, Maſter of the Ordnance, and Colonel 
of that Regiment which 1s nick-nam'd the 
Royal Regiment of Foit-Guards ; and this will 
ſerve as a Key to all the important Tranſac- 
tions of the nine Months following. Do but 
figure to yourſelf that extraordinary Perſon- 


age ſtalking up, with his uſual State, to the 


Governor, and carrying in his Hand à Pair 
of Leading-ſtrings ready to put on; the one 
rejecting the Offer with Scorn, while the o- 
ther perſiſts in his Rudeneſs ; proteſting that 
his noble Predeceſſor wore the ſame honour- 


able 


(1 
able Badge; and that the beſt Lord in the 
Land might wear it without Diſparage- 
ment. Keep this Image, I fay, in View, and 
it will give you an adequate Idea of the 
Behaviour of both. Methinks you are ready 
to demand ſome Proof of this. A little 
Patience, Sir, and you ſhall have it. But firſt 
let us obſerve the Contraſt: between the pub- 
lick Treatment of L---d H--- and that of 
i his Succeſſor, on their reſpective Arrivals in 
1 this Iſland, when they were both equally Stran- 
| gers to the People, who had in truth no Ex- 


N perience of either. 

il On the 13th of April, 1733, my L—d 
„ *H—— came on Shore, where he found a de- 
1 cent Proviſion made for him and his Family, 
i and on the 8th of May following, the Aſſem- 

bi bly addreſfs'd him in theſe words, which are ſo 
extraordinary, that I choſe to tranſcribe them 
from the Council- Bool, leſt you (who had no 
Hand in this Draught) ſhould ſuſpect I had 


miſtaken or miſremember'd ſomething, 


We the Repreſentatives of the People of 

* this Iſland, do with the moſt profound Re- 
* ſpect congratulate your Excellency's ſafe Ar- 
© rival in this Iſland, and beg leave ſincerely to 

* rejoice with your Excellency at your wiſh'd- 


* for Happineſs in the Safety and good Health 


© of the Right Honourable the Lady H— 


* and your tender Family, after the Fatigues 

of a long and dangerous Voyage, which affords 

* us the greateſt Satisfaction, as it yields your 

= * Ex- 
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© Excellency the moſt ſenſible Bleſſings and 


5 Comforts of this Life. 


lt was, may it pleaſe your Excellency, with 
© the greateſt Pleaſure we receiv'd the firſt 
© News of his Majeſty's great Goodneſs in ap- 
pointing a Nobleman of your diſtinguiſbꝰ d 
Merit and Character our Governor; and it 
* was ſtill with greater we receiv'd repeated 


| © Aſſurances from our Correſpondents in Eng- 


* land, that your Excellency's precious Time 
« at ſuch a Juncture was chiefly employed in 
© the Service of this poor Colony; ſuch an In- 
* ſtance of Generoſity and Humanity affording 
© us an early Preſage of what ſtill may be fur- 
ther expected from your Excellency's favour- 
© able Interpoſition and generous Solicitation for 
_ © Redreſs of our Grievances, gives us likewiſe 
* the greateſt Hopes of your Excellency's En- 
© deavours proving ſucceſsful, And we are the 
more confirm'd therein from the ſeveral Re- 
ſolutions of Parliament already agreed to in 
* our Favour. This happy Turn in our Affairs 


| © we never could doubt of, from the known 


© Goodneſs and paternal Care of our moſt gra- 
* clous Sovereign, as well as from the Juſtice 

* of a Britiſh Parliament, whenever a generous 
© Advocate appear'd in our Favour to repreſent 
* the deplorable State and Poverty of this 
> Hand. And who ſo proper as our Gover- 

nor? A Nobleman for whom, give us leave 
t ſay, Providence ſeemed to reſerve the glo- 


Srious * 3 4 . fit only for the ableſt 


State- 
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* Stateſman of uncommon Generofity and conſum- 


* mate Parts and Experience ; Qualities (we 


* humbly beg your Excellency's Pardon for af- 


* firming a Truth unpleaſing only to your Ex- 


* cellency) all centering in the Lord Viſcount 


* H-— 4 Toſh, reſcuing a diſtreſſed Country 


from Ruin; and which therefore muſt reflect 


th Honour, and add freſh Luſtre to all 
* your Excellency's other great and noble Qua- 


© litres; ſince all good Men agree, that the 


c Glory of being a true and virtuous Patriot to 


a declining or diſtreſſed Country, is ſuperior 
to, and far more excellent than all the pom- 


© pous glaring Titles of the greateſt Conqueror. 


Now, Sir, tho' I have nothing to fay againſt 
the able Stateſmanſhip, and the conſummate 
Parts and Experience that. center'd in that 


noble Lord, whoſe Memory I honour for the 
Sake of his good Intentions and extenſive Bene- 


volence; yet it may be aſk'd, I hope without 
Offence, how theſe profound Politicians were 
able to make this Diſcovery in the Space of 
Twenty four Days, when hardly any thing had 
been ſaid or done, except Matters of Form. 


More light will ſtill be derived from the 
Preamble of the Act for ſettling that Gover- 


nor's Appointment, which paſs'd the Twenty 
ninth Day of the ſame Month, where there 
are theſe Words, 


© The 
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The Repreſentatives of his Majeſty's moſt 
dutiful and loyal Subjects, the Inhabitants of 
© this Iſland, taking into their Conſideration the 
preſent State and Condition thereof, and hav- 
ing the greateſt Regard and Tenderneſs to 
the Circumſtances of the People they repre- 
* ſent; but at the ſame time juſtly conceiving 

« reaſonable Hopes of having their Grievances 

© redreſs'd from the generous Endeavours of his 

* Excellency the Right Honourable Viſcount 

| *H—— their preſent Governor, to retrieve 
the Trade and Condition of this Iſland, from 

© the time his moſt ſacred Majeſty was graci- 

© ouſly pleas d to confer on him the Government 

© thereof, and from the many Steps his Excel- 

© lency, out of his ſingular Humanity, has taken 

* for the Relief of the People committed to his 
Care, and alſo reflecting on the great Ad- | 

« vantages which ſtill may be procured for — 

© them thro his Influence, and faithful Repre- | 
{ ſentation of the many Hardſhips this Iſland - 
till labours under, and weighing, above all, 1 
the happy Effects of a mild, juſt, and pru- 
dent Adminiſtration, which, with the utmoſt 

© SatisfaCtion, the Repreſentatives of” the People 

© do moſt aſſuredly promiſe to themſelves from 


© the excellent Qualities of his Ju Excel- 
c tency, &C. 


How exalted the Hopes and Eee of 
the good People might have been at that 


Juncture, I cannot take upon me to deter- 
| C-2 mine; 
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mine; and I profeſs myſelf at a Loſs to know 
what the many Steps were that his Lordſhip 


had taken for their Relief. But I remember 


very well, and You have cauſe to remember, 
that my Lord, good natur'd Gentleman as 

he was, had ſome time before adopted the 
Paſſions of the Speaker, whoſe Reſentment 
he made you feel, as much as he was able to 
make you feel it ; and that without any Rea- 


ſon or Provocation on your Part. There are | 


other Inſtances of the ſame Nature, that can 


* eſcape your Memory. 


But che Coup de Maitre of the Speaker is 

diſplay'd in the additional Af to the former, 
which paſs'd the twentieth Day of the next 
November, which take as follows. | 


© Whereas the faid Sum {3000 l. ) of the Cur- 

© rency of this Iſland zs found by Experience 
© not to be ſufficient to anſwer the Ends and 
* Purpoſes for which the ſame 1s intended, the 
© Repreſentatives of this Ifland ſeriouſly taking 
© into their further Conſideration the very great 
© Charge and Expence his ſaid Excellency hath 
already been, and ſill neceſſarily muſt be at, in 

* his conſtant Endeavour, unvearied Application, 
« Taduſtry, and Diligence, to promote the 
Welfare and Proſperity of the People of this 
* Iſland, &c.*'—— Therefore they vote him an- 


other 1000 J. — all together 4000 J. per 


ANNUM. | 
The 
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The End and Purpoſe for which the firſt 
3000 J. was ſettled, is declared to be for ſup- 
porting the Honour and Dignity of the Go- 
vernment, which I can eaſily believe could 


not be done with that Sum; but pray, Sir, 
did you ever hear what thoſe great Charges 


and Expences were, that attended my Lord's 
unwearied Application and Diligence in pro- 


moting the Publick Good ? 


But what do you think, Sir, the Speaker him- 


wi ſelf was to have had from his poor dear Coun- 


try, in caſe he had obtain'd the Government 


inſtead of Mr. B—? A Gentleman of un- 


doubted Credit, who was in the Aſſembly at 
that time, and whom I can always call upon, 


aſſur'd me that this Candidate, when his Hopes 


run very high, told him, he had been com- 
puting the neceſſary Charges that would attend 
his expected Promotion; that, inaſmuch as he 
had ſeveral Advantages above a Stranger, in 


O 


reſpect of his being ſettled in the Place, he 


ſhould be able to live with tolerable Decency 


upon 25 or 2600 J. a Year, which he thought 


the very leaſt that would anſwer the Purpoſe. 
But the ſame Gentleman concurs with ſeveral 
more of the Speaker's intimate Friends in aſ- 
ſerting, that he would have had at leaſt 3000 J. 
and probably another thouſand ; for there was 


nobody to oppoſe it, and he was never known 
to let ſlip an Occaſion of getting as much Mo- 
ney as he could. 5 


Mr. 


4 


Mr. B— however had 2000 J. a Year 


allotted him by an Act of Aſſembly, dated the 


26th Day of February, 1739, becauſe it was 
well known to be inſufficient for affording 
him common Conveniences without a moſt 


ſtrict Oeconomy; by which means he muſt 
have lived in a State of continual Dependence. 


Nay, there are many ſtrong Reaſons that in- 
duce others as well as myſelf to think, that if 


100 J. more would have ſatisfied him, and 


that Sum could have been yearly dug out of a 
Gravel-Pit, it would have been denied him; 
becauſe, if given, there would have been no- 


thing more to aſk, whereas the fix d Intention 


was to keep him in a craving Condition, 


The Aſſembly alſo voted him 2 500 J. to 


repair his Loſſes at Sea; but he was far from 


deſiring, nor did he at all reliſh it, tho' his 


Circumſtances did not put him above accepting 
of it. He was, indeed, willing to take it as 
part of a Salary equal to his Predeceſſors; but 


that would not do with his Benefactor, who 


2 


deſigned this as a Specimen of the manner in 


which he was to be ſupply'd ; it was to ſhew 


him that he was to be fed from Hand to 


Mouth, in Proportion as he ſhould continue to 
deſerve favour at the Hands of the ſovereign 
Diſpoſer of the Publick Treaſure. Thus you 


ſee, as one Aſſembly, govern'd by the Speaker, 


ſettled 4000 J. on Lord l at the moſt di- 
ſtreſsful Period in all Reſpects that Barbados 


ever 
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ever knew; ſo another refus'd, under the ſame 
Direction, to ſettle more than half that Sum 
on Mr. B—, at a time when the Iſland 
enjoy d more ſolid Proſperity than it had done 
for twenty Vears before. And here it may 
not be improper to remark, that they had 
acted the ſame Farce upon the Nomination 
of Lord l, as they afterwards did upon 
that of his Succeſſor, by entering into Com- 
binations, Proteſtations, and Oaths, not to 


ſettle more than 1 500 J. at the utmoſt. The 


truth is, the Speaker ſoon perceiv'd that Mr. 
B-— was a Man fit to govern, and therefore 
would not be govern'd ; that as he grudg'd no 
Labour of his own, ſo he did not care to 


put others to the Trouble of thinking for 
him; upon which the other took his Leave 
formally at Pilgrim, as a Place where he 


could not expect to be Maſter any longer; 
nor did he ever come there again, except 
once to beg a Favour. 


His next Step was going about and publiſh- 
ing his Sufferings in the Cauſe of his dear 
Country, affecting at the ſame time to have 
a greater Stock of Vigour and Spirits than 
was natural to him, and crying he was grown 


young again; the firſt Day his Age was come 


back to 45, and in a few Days more to 37, 


the Governor's Age: And thus he play'd 
Gambols thro' Town and Country for ſome 
time; while every Mortal who went to Pilgrim, 


without an immediate Call of Buſineſs, was 
_ 


1 


„ 5 
an Enemy to the Demagogue and to Bar- 
bados. | 


But after all, did not this Gentleman pro- 
poſe to fave, and actually did fave 2000 J. a 
Year to the Publick, and is not this ſome 
Merit ? Believe me, Sir, this was far from his 

Thoughts ; for he was very willing to have 
loaded the Country with more, if the Gover- 


nor would have put himſelf wholly under 
his Tuition, as is already hinted. And now 


you'll give me leave to ſhew how I certain- 
ly know this to be true, 


Before any Settlement was made, I ſaw the 
Speaker by chance at a third Place ; for he 
ſeldom came to me, and I never went to him. 


He thought fit to touch upon the reigning Sub- 


ject of that Time, which gave me an occaſion 
of hinting, that as the Whole of that impor- 
tant Affair roll d upon him, ſo it behov'd him 


to make the beſt Bargain he could for his 


Country; but he would do well to conſider, 
that it was not every Shilling a Man kept in 
his Pocket, that was ſo much really fav'd. 


His Anſwer was, that Zhere were great 
Reaſons why the annual Salary could not be to 
the Governor's Mind, but that Means ſhould 


be found of making him eaſy another Way. 


The ſame Thing he has repeated on other 


Occaſions. I underſtood him perfectly well, 


but knew too he would find himſelf miſtaken, 
as well on account of his Majeſty's expreſs 


Inſtruc- 
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Inſtruction againſt taking Money in that 
Manner, as againſt the Governor's unalter- 
able Purpoſe of being Independent. Let me 
add to what is juſt now ſaid, that thoſe of 
his Faction made no Scruple of declaring, 
that Mr. B---g was very imprudent in break- 
ing with their Leader, becauſe he might 
have had more than 4000 J. tho' in another 
Shape than that of a yearly Settlement. And 
yet ſome of theſe Perſons would go about, 
the ſame Hour, and tel] the ignorant People 
that the Speaker was their Saviour and Deli- 
verer from an all-devouring Dragon, whoſe 


Hunger was not to be appeas'd with leſs than 


* 4000 J. a Year, 


Ü believe, Sir, you perceive already, that 
Mr. P-- had no Merit of this Sort; but if 
| you deſire to be paſt all doubting, pleaſe to 
caſt your Eye upon the following Extract of 
a Letter, which was propos'd to the Gover- 
nor to be ſent by him to the Demagogue. 
The Original Draught, which is now before 
me, was pen'd by the Clerk of the Aſſembly, 
and by him put into the Governor's Hands 
on the 16th of January 1739, as the ſove- 
reign Balſam that was to heal all Sores, and 
without which nothing but Gangrene and 
| Mortification could enſue. Ws 


© If you believe me, Sir, to be ſincere in 


* my Profeſſions, as I moſt folemnly de- 
. 2 * clare 
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© clare I really am, you can't be inſenſible, 

© how much it muſt affect me to have Diſ- 

* putes or Conteſts with one of your Cha- 
© racter, and be forc'd to lay aſide that Ac- 
* tiveneſs I purpoſed to make uſe of for the | 
* Service of the Iſland; and inſtead thereof | 
only to look upon myſelf ſent here to 
< exerciſe the Authority which my Com- 
* mithon, and the Laws of the Place enables | 
me to do, without confidering whether | 
© the doing ſo may be beneficial or prejudi- 
© cial to the People; for if T am treated 
* with Diſreſpect, and ſuſpected, I can't help | 
© being jealous on my part; and when that 
* prevails between Perſons, little good can en- 
* ſue. I am well fatisfy'd that you, Sir, have 
© no other Views than the Service of your 8 
© Country, which has long experienced your 
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great Abilities in the Stations you bear; 


and I can't help thinking myſelf unhappy | 5 
in being appointed to this Government, - 
( 


(which I aſſure you T was, without feel- f. 
ing for it) after ſome Steps had been made 
to have you the Perſon; which had 1 ti 
known before my Appointment, I believe I 
I ſhould have loſt the Pleafure of your , 
Acquaintance, as my Intereſt, if I had 4 
known you, Sir, ſhould have join'd your ;; 
other Friends for your ſucceeding ; and 
therefore J flatter myſelf, that as If 
new nothing of the Aﬀair, you will not 
. - © blame 


„ Oe 
« blame me for appearing here in this Sta- 
tion, but give me leave to afford you 
part of the Power, while I bear the Name 
© of the Office. 


What do you think, Sir, of this curious 
Piece? Don't the Leading-ſtrings here ſtand 
confeſs'd ? Surely ſuch a ſhameful Proſti- 
tuiton of the Dignity of Government, as 
was here contriv'd, needs no Comment. And 
therefore I ſhall only obſerve, that Mr. B--g 
thought of it as it deſerv'd ; and leave you to 
judge whether the Penman dar'd to have 
made an Overture of this Kind, without the 
Privity of his Patron. 


But to return to the Period when the 
Settlement was made. The Governor be- 
ing now at the End of his Hopes, ſat down 
calm and ſerene, enjoying his Friends, with- 
out ſhewing the leaſt Mark of Diſpleaſure 
againſt any one of the Faction. He was ſen- 
ſible he had no legal Claim to 4000 J. or 
any other Sum; yet he found himſelf diſ- 
tinguiſh'd from his Predeceſſor, much to his 
Diſadvantage, without one plauſible Reaſon 
to ſupport the invidious Diſtinction. Yet he 
did not fail to ſeparate the Innocent from 
the Guilty, not finding Fault with the Stone 
that hit him, but regarding the Hand that 
threw it. He clearly acquitted the People 
of Barbados in his Conſcience, condemning 
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only one Man, who he knew had oppos'd 
him from the baſeſt Motives ; and therefore 
it is but doing Juſtice to ſay, he never 


quitted his Hold till he brought him fairly 
to the Ground. He would ſometimes ſay, 


they had reduced their Governor to live as 
a private Gentleman ; but that was no great 


Mortification to him, who had always liv'd 


in that Manner. His Loſs at Sea was now 
accounted a Bleſſing, becauſe he was de- 
priv'd of an Equipage, which he wanted the 


Means of ſupporting. But nothing of this 


Sort abated his natural Activity; for he was 
indefatigable in reviewing the Militia, viſit- 
ing the Fortifications from one End of the 


Iſſand to the other, preparing wholſome 
Laws, and reforming the Magiſtracy, which 


food in great Need of a Reformation. In 


all theſe Functions, and many more, he 


ſhew'd a Zeal and Induſtry that never have 


been equal'd here, and perhaps can't be ex- 


ceeded any where. This was what the o- 
ther could not endure, that his Adverſary 


ſhould enjoy Tranquillity, and carry on an 


eaſy unexceptionable Adminiſtration, in 


which he had no Share, while himſelf was 


eat up with Indignation and Revenge. In 
| ſhort, he loſt his Temper daily, in proportion 


as the Governor kept his. 


One 
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One of the firſt Pranks he play'd was in this 
Manner: He had hurried the Preſident into 
holding a Council of War on the 8th of No- 
vember 1739, before the Governor's Arriv- 
al, and even before the Declaration of War 
"Jud reach'd us. On this Occaſion, he, who 
took all upon himſelf, mov'd the Preſident, 
that he would give the neceſſary Orders to 


have the Intrenchments repair'd and put 


into the beſt Order. The Expediency of 
the Thing was not to be queſtioned, had 
it been ſeaſonable. But after the Declara- 
tion of War with Spain was publiſhed, and 
repeated Advices had rais'd ſtrong Appre- 
henſions of a War with France, Mr. B--g 


expreſs d his Intentions of having immediate 


ZE Care taken of the Entrenchments. This 


Meaſure, however reaſonable or indeed ne- 
ceſſary it had been deemed a few Months 
before, when it was not certain there 
would be any War at all, was now, when a 
War actually ſubſiſted, call'd a Piece of great 
Oppreſſion and Tyranny, deſign'd to harraſs 
the poor People, becauſe the naughty Go- 
vernor had been diſobliged. The Speaker 
gets his Aſſembly-men together, and dictates 

to them a Meſſage to be ſent to the Gover- 
| nor, (not as an Act of their Body, but as 

| their private Opinion) that his Orders for 
repairing the Entrenchments, tho' lawful, 


would not be obey d; which inſolent Meſſage 
was 
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was accordingly deliver'd in Form by the 
Clerk of the Aſſembly, when I happen d 
to be at Pilgrim. Judge you, Sir, whe- 
ther it was high Time for Mr, B---g to 
try who was to be Governor, he, or Mr. 
P-? The ifluing ſuch Orders which 
before had been highly proper in Point of 
Safety, was now become indiſpenſible in 
Point of Honour. The Commiſſioners of 


Fortifications were called together, and di- 
rected to take the proper Steps appointed | 


by the Law for effecting this uſeful Work; 


but withal to do it in ſuch a Manner as 
would be leaſt inconvenient and burden- 


ſome to the Inhabitants. When the Com- 
miſſioners for St. Michael's Diviſion met, 
Mr. P---- repreſented to them, that as 


there was no Aſſembly then in being (for 


the Writs were not yet return'd) they could 
not proceed upon Buſineſs legally, before 
they were join'd by the Members for the ſe- 


veral Pariſhes in their Diviſion, The Act 


for appointing Commiſſioners of Fortifi- 
cations was read, the Words and Meaning 
of which were clear enough to all, except a 
very few, who had an uncommon Share of 
dation. It was then reſolv'd to take 


the Opinion of the Attorney General upon 


the Conſtruction of the Act, which ordains, 


that the Counſellors, Field- Officers, and 2 


ſembly-Men for the Time being, in each Di- 
viſion of the Iſland, 88 be Commiſi oners of 


For- 


- „„ | 
Fortifications, and that any three of them 
ſhall be a Quorum. Upon a formal Refe- 
rence of this Matter, the Attorney-General 
reported his Opinion, which unhappily dif- 
fer'd from that of Mr. P——; for he con- 
ceiv'd clearly that three made three. But 
our Hero in Politicks, who was not us'd to 
be ſtagger d by Trifles of Law and Right, 
declar d, that the Opinion of no Lawyer on 
Earth ſhould weigh down his own, for that 
Lawyers conſtrued Acts by the Rules of Vet- 
minſter-Hall; but he knew what was the Mean- 
ing and Intention of the Legiſlature, tho' it 
could not be collected from the Words. But 
as the Commiſſioners in general were Men of 
Senſe and Spirit, they agreed with the Law- 
yer, that three made three; ſo that the De- 
magogue was over-ruled once in his Life, 
and had no Reſource but entering a ſenſe- 
leſs Proteſt againſt the Proceedings of the 
Board, without any Foundation of Reaſon, 
Law or Precedent, A grievous Defeat! o-]. 
ing chiefly to the Abſence of his faithful Myr- 
midons of the Aſſembly, who were never 
known to deny him a Vote in any one In- 
ſtance. In a Word, the Governor was obeyed, 
and the Work was done, without any Noiſe, 
Murmuring, or the leaft Hardſhip tmpos'd 
upon any one. Let me aſk, Sir, if you think 
fuch a perverſe Trifler as is now deſcrib'd, 
| was fit to be let into any part of the publick 
Buſineſs, from which he might —— 
| | at 
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ſhut out, after diſcovering ſo untoward and 


childiſh a Diſpoſition to embarraſs every 


Thing that was propos'd by the ſupreme Ma- 
giſtrate, without any Diſtin ction of Right and 


Wrong ? 


Soon after this, the Governor having ob- 


ſerv'd at his ſeveral Reviews that moſt of the 


Regiments of Militia had been neglected to 
a ſcandalous Degree (many Soldiers appearing 


without Arms of any Kind, and even with- 


out Shoes and Stockings) order'd the Secre- 
tary to write Letters to the Colonels of the 
ſeveral Regiments, the Speaker being one, 
requiring them to make Returns of their ef- 
fective Men, and of thoſe who were abſent, 
as alſo of thoſe who were unprovided with 
Arms, and whether theſe laſt were unable 


to purchaſe Arms, or for what other Reaſon 


they wanted them. The other Colonels 
made Returns as ſatisfactory as could well 
be expected: but the only return that could 


be got from the Lieutenant-General was a 


ſaucy Letter to the Governor, which I have 
ſeen; nor could he ever be drawn into an 
Eclairciſſement of the Reafons why ſo many 
Men appeared unarm'd, becaufe he well 
knew it would have come home to himſelf, 
who was ſo notorious for diſregarding the 
Militia-Act, in Point of Arms and Accoutre- 
ments, that one of the Appraiſers who took 

an 


( 25) 

an Inventory of all his Chattels, after his 
Death, aſſur d me, that he was ſurpriz d to 
find there were hardly Military Implements 
enough to equip one Foot Soldier ; altho' 
the Quota, which he was bound by Law to 
furniſh, ſurpaſs'd that of moſt Planters in the 
Iſland, and amounted to a great Number of 
Men. Ina State of War and publick Dan- 
Z ger, ſuch Remiſſneſs would hardly be thought, 
mn any other part of the World, becoming a 
Patriot and a General Officer, on whoſe ſingle 
Aid the Safety of his Country has been lately 
ſaid to depend, | = 


While this ſingular Gentleman was thus 
bidding Defiance to his Governor in the 
moſt lawful and prudent Acts of Govern- 
ment, he took care to inform him that no 
; conſiderable Change for the better was to 
be expected. For this Purpoſe he made uſe 
of his uſual Conveyance, the Clerk of the Aſ- 
ſembly, who in his Letter of the 19th of April 
1740, (which I have) wrote to the Governor 
thus; From ſome Diſcourſe I have had with 
the Speaker, he ſeems to be in a much 
better Temper with regard to the Publick, 
© tho' determined never to be in any great 
© Confidence with your Excellency ; and which 


indeed II fear there is no Proſpect of having 


again renew'd, An unhappy Circum- 
CC ſtance! 


— 
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ſtance! that at a Time when an Invaſion of 


the Enemy might be apprehended every 
Hour, no Confidence ſubſiſted between the 
Captain-General and the next Officer in Com- 
mand. N 


I chooſe to ſuppreſs the low Scandal and 
brutal Scurrilities that were every Day thrown 


out by the Faction, the mean Artifices in- 
ceſſantly us d to render the Governor odious 


to the common People. Raking into ſuch 
Filth would ſerve only to blot my Paper, 
and hurt your Attention. And therefore I 


proceed to aſk, What Mr. B-—g could or 


_ ought to have done in theſe Circumſtances ? 
If he had alter'd his Meaſures, it muſt have 
been for the worſe; for the World could 
not charge him with one Act of Mal-Ad- 


miniſtration. Muſt he have reſign'd his Au- 


thority to Mr. P— and contented himſelf 
with the Name of his Office? This, indeed, 
might have made his Peace, becauſe it was 


the only Bone of Contention ; yet I imagine 
you would ſcarce have advis'd him to it. You 


will pofiibly think there was no Room for 
Deliberation ; there being no other Expe- 
dient left, than to pull down this Colgſſus; 
at leaſt Mr, B— 
and accordingly removed him from all his 
Military Employments, on the toth of June 
: "IC. 


g was of that Opinion, 
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1740. This you know, Sir, he might well 
do, out of the Fulneſs of his Power, with- 
out aſſigning any Reaſon, or being account- 
able. Vet he did not ſatisfy himſelf with 
7} doing it, becauſe he could do it, but at the 
next Council of War enter'd his Reaſons at 
large in the Minutes of that Board; the 
Truth and Validity of which Reaſons were 
ſufficiently obvious. The Governor at the 
ſame Time took Occaſion to expreſs his 
Approbation of Mr. Ap te, Who is a 
much better Officer than the other, if you 
will take the Word of your old Acquaintance, 
who ſpent a Part of his Vouth in the Ar- 
my; and fays, that tho' he never knew much 
of Military Affairs, and has forgot ſome- 
thing; yet he remembers enough to ſatis- 
fy him, that Mr. P— knew very little 
of the Matter. I have often heard him aſ- 

ſert this in the Life-time of that celebrated 
General, and give what I thought good Rea- 
ſons to maintain his Aﬀertion, _ 


The Removal of Mr. P —— affords a 
remarkable ra in the late Adminiſtrati- 
on. The Governor had been hitherto no 
more than the moſt difagreeable of Man- 
kind in Mind and Body, big with ill In- 
tentions which he never diſcover d, contriv- 
ing miſchievous Schemes which no body 
knew what they were, to be reduced into 
— E 2 Action 
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Action no body knew when. At Cock- 
fights and Funerals, Parties of Diverſion 
and of Buſineſs, theſe had been the To- 
picks; and the Poiſon was ſwallow'd with 

the Punch, while no one was at Hand who 
had Underſtanding and Fortitude enough to 
apply an Antidote. Indeed, the leſs violent 
Part of the Faction could afford their Pity 
to the poor Governor, while he had no other 
Part allotted him than to bear Injuries with 
Patience. This, I fay, had been the Caſe 
for ſome Months; but now the Governor 
had pull'd off the Maſk; here was a fla- 
grant Overt Act of Tyranny, the Head was 
cut off from the People, and the Body was 
next to be mangled. The firſt Outrage 
which happen'd immediately on receiving the 
News of the Diſmiſſion, I deſire to paſs 
over, out of Regard to ſome well-meaning 
Gentlemen, who acted on that ſudden Oc- 
caſion without Thought; after juſt hinting, 
that the Behaviour of ſeveral of the Officers 
of his Regiment clearly ſhew'd, their Co- 
lonel's Talent lay rather in diſciplining an 
Aſſembly than a Regiment. The Regiment, 
however, was left all at once without an 
Officer; and powerful Endeavours were us'd, 
at ſecond hand, to bring the Officers of other 


Regiments to follow the laudable Example 


of theſe their Brethren ; : but the Phrenzy 
Was 


3 ( 
was not ſo general as the Faction wiſh'd and 
expected; for it ſtop'd where it began. 


The great Myſtery was, who could adviſe 
ſo unaccountable a Step as the diſplacing this 

reat Man; till a certain Gentleman unfold- 
ed it, by aſking ſome of the Faction, if they 
thought the Governor wanted any Advice in 
ſo plain a Matter ; or if they thought he had 
not one Friend to adviſe him. To relate 
the Whole of what paſs d, would appear Ro- 
mance to all but Eye-witneſſes. Among 
Numbers who rejoic'd at this Event, it 


is ſtrange how few they were who ventur d 
to open their Minds. Beſides thoſe, whoſe 


| Mouths were ſtop'd by Intereſt, Dependence, 
| or Poverty (for you well know, Love and Eſ- 
teem had the leaſt Share in Mens Attach- 
ment to the Speaker) many who were free 
Agents, preſerv'd, notwithſtanding, a ſtrict 


Caution in ſpeaking ; for it really was the 


| Faſhion to be afraid of that Man, whoſe Re- 


ſentment, like Death, would ſpare none, 


but mow down even whole Families. There 
can't be a better Proof of this, than the 
univerſal Reluctance that poſſeſs d every 
bady againſt ſucceeding him in the Com- 
mand of the Regiment, which prevail'd to 
ſo high a Pitch, that the Governor himſelf 
was obliged to take it under his immediate 
Care, and then, by Degrees, he rais'd an 
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excellent Corps of Officers. Vet this too 
was effected under great Difficulties; for 


the bare accepting a Commiſſion in that Re- 


giment, was Apoſtacy and Rebellion; Ven- 


geance was denounc'd againſt all ſuch Re- 


probates as would venture to do it, and no 


Pains were ſpar'd to intimidate or puniſh ; of 
which let me give you two or three Inſtan- 


ces among ſeveral others. Mr. B— H, 


who was put upon the new Liſt to be a Cap- 


tain, fell off ſuddenly, and defired to have 
his Name ſtruck out. As he was a Man 
of perſonal Worth, and an independent 


Fortune, his F 1 were alarm'd at this 


Change of Reſolution, and deſir'd to know 
the Cauſe of it. At firſt he excus'd himſelf 
upon his Want of Health; but being further 


preſs'd, frankly acknowledg' d, that he en- 
tertained well-grounded Fears for his Siſter, 
who was ſo unfortunate as to be a Debtor 
to the Speaker, and would be made ſuffer 
for the Fault of her Brother; ſo that it 


was not without great Pains he was brought 
back. Mr. F— LZL-— had been recom- 


mended by the Speaker to the Governor, ſoon 
after his Arrival, when all Favours paſs d 
through that Channel, to be appointed Clerk 


of the Courts of Common Pleas; in which 


he ſucceeded, becauſe he happen 'd to come 


an Hour before another, who was a Com- 
petitor for the Office. This Gentleman after- 


wards 


„ 

wards taking the Commiſſion of a Captain, 
very innocently, and for the Service of his 
Country as he thought, was branded with 
the Imputation of black Ingratitude, and 
faid to fly in the Face of his Benefactor. 
Mr. /— M-—, who was in the Aſ- 
ſembly, and who had been one of the 
2 Speaker's Aids de Camp, (tor T think he had 
fix) ſuffer'd himſelf to be appointed Major 
to this Regiment. This in him was Trea- 
ſon ; Woe and Deſtruction were to be his 
Portion; and from that Hour the Faction 
form'd a Deſign, which is now carried on 
with unrelenting Malice, of turning this 


” Ge tleman out of his Pariſh at the next 


| Election; whoſe ſole Demerit is, that of dar- 
ing to afliſt in defending his Country in a 

Time of War, when the Politicks of our Pa- 

triot required that it ſhould be defenceleſs. 


The only Morſel of Comfort he had now 
left to ſubſiſt upon, was the naked Condi- 
tion of this Regiment, ſtript of its Officers, 
without a Proſpect of having them re-plac'd 
ſpeedily ; for it was not all the Activity of 
Mr. B----g and his Friends, that was able 
to find a competent Number of free Spirits, 
in leſs than ſeveral Weeks. And thrice 
happy it was for the diſbanded General that 
this was the Caſe ; becauſe a charming Ad- 
' dreſs had otherwiſe been ſpoiled. The =_ 
| Ireſs 
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. (632) 
dreſs I mean, is that of the 8th of July 1740, 


which you have ſeen, and will ſpeak for it- 


ſelf. The Reſpect I owe to the preſent AL. 
ſembly cuts ſhort all Remarks of mine up- 
on that extraordinary Performance. I know 
that Body conſiſts, in general, of inoffenſive 
well- meaning Men, who can have no Inte- 
reſt divided from that of their Country, and 
when fairly left to themſelves, deſire to do 


nothing but what is juſt and proper; but 
what Lengths ſuch Bodies are capable of be- 
ing carried by an undue Influence, don't 


need to be explain'd by the Annals of Bar- 


' bados. I ſhall only preſume therefore to 


enquire, if the Perſon who pen'd or dictated 
that Addreſs, appears to have been in a Hu- 
mour of ſparing Mr. B— and throwing a 
Veil over his Miſcarriages? If not, why did 
he not ſtate ſome particular Fact that was 


_ againſt Law and Right, and not content him- 
ſelf with an unmeaning Charge of unpopular 
Conduct? For my Part, I never heard that 


a Governor's miſplacing a Militia-Officer was 
unlawful ; how reaſonable and prudent it 


was, in this Inſtance, muſt be ſubmitted up- 


on what has been already ſaid. If it was un- 
popular, the greater the Governor's Misfor- 
tune, that a Meaſure unqueſtionably lawful 
in itſelf, and by him judg'd reaſonable and 
prudent, ſhould nevertheleſs hurt him in the 


Opinion of the Populace; but all this while 


there 
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there is no Crime. The Conſequences of re- 
moving this Officer were plainly owing to 
his own factious Intrigues, and not to any 
Miſconduct in Mr. B— : But further; if 
this was the ſevereſt Addreſs (to ſay no more) 
that perhaps was ever preſented to a Briti/h 
Governor, it muſt be ſuppoſed, in Favour of 
the Addreſſers, that this Governor had com- 
mitted greater Faults than any other. Why 
then was there not a Charge exhibited 
againſt him in Form? Is there not a Way open 
to the Throne for all his Majeſty's Subjects? 
And have not thoſe of this Iſland in particu- 
lar obtain'd Juſtice from that Reſort too re- 
cent to be forgotten? But perhaps melting 
Tenderneſs for Mr. B-- prevail'd, and check'd 
the Purſuit of Juſtice;---- Let theſe think ſo, 
who have read the Addreſs, if they can. 
And here, Sir, I can't help expreſſing my 
Acſtoniſhment, that Gentlemen in London 
were capable of receiving thoſe Impreſſions, 
which I find they did, from ſuch infignifi- 
cant Materials as were put into their Hands, 
One would almoſt believe,that ſtrong Reſent- 
ments of the Abuſe of Power had degene- 
rated into a Diſlike of the Thing itſelf, and 
that the People of England were come at 
length to think it impoſſible for any Man in 

Power to be in the Right, 


| Would you know, Sir, how Mr. B 
| behav'd upon his receiving this Addreſs? He 
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put it in his Pocket without reading it, ca- 
reſs'd every Aſſembly-Man who came in his 
Way, and the next Day made one of them 
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; But though I don't care to offer my own 
weak Sentiments of this unparallel'd Piece, 
i} yet I can venture to affirm it was not reliſh'd 
i by the Bulk of the People, according to the 
_ Expectation of the Author, They thought 
the Stile a little too delicate, and the whole 
too witty for a grave Subject. Some of the 
Aſſembly, who voted for the Addreſs, had 
„ apprized the Governor of its Contents; and 
„ tho' it paſs'd in a full Houſe, where there 
"8 was not one diſſenting Voice, yet many of 
7 the Members have, in my hearing, and moſt 
„ of them (as I am inform'd) in the hearing of 
' others, expreſs'd their Abhorrence of the 
| thing. Your old Acquaintance the Store- 
I keeper could hardly fit in his Chair while it 
tf was read in the Houſe, and expreſs'd his Diſ- 
f i approbation by Shrugs, Diſtortions, and Inter- 
1 jections. And I muſt not omit telling you, 
5 that the next time he came to Pilgrim, the 
| B Governor rallied him on his voting for the 


Addreſs, with a great deal of good Humour. 
To which he reply'd — By G - d, Sir, I 
did not like one word of it, being convinc'd 
your Excellency had not deſerved to have ſuch 
things ſaid to you; but your Excellency very 
avell knows we are ſometimes obliged to vote 


for 


rr 
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For things we don't approve of. Argumentum 
ad Hominem. It was owing, however, to 
the Moderation of the Speaker, or to ſome- 
thing elſe, that it did not contain an Accuſa- 


tion of High-Treaſon, for even that would 


not have made it miſcarry in the ſame Houſe. 


But this was not all ; for he had the Mortifi- 


cation preſently after, to hear of the Regi- 


ment being well Officer'd, and in a fair Way 
of being put into better Order than when 
be commanded it. This was a mortal Stab, 
the Anguiſh of which could not be aſſwaged 
Z by all the Noiſe of Faction, and the Incenſe 
of Sycophants ; for he was ſick at Heart. The 
* Aadreſs and the Bundle of Libels ſent to 
England were no better than Palliatives. It 
is certain he declined viſibly, and continued 
in a languiſhing Condition till the fourth of 
September, when he made his Country ſome 
7 Weg by leaving it, I hope, for a much 

better. 


His Death ſeemed no unfavourable Event for 
Mr. B--- ; yet he was far from being elated by 
it, The Factis, he had loſt all Glee for every 
| thing the Country could do for him; he faid 
they had degraded him, and taught him to 
live, as a Governor, upon 2000 /. a Year, and 
he was perfectly indifferent whether he ſhould 
be put to the Trouble of ſpending more. His 
Sincerity, in this Reſpect, I could prove by 
| ſomething more than Words; let it ſuffice 
| " that 
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that I aſſure you I have as clear Evidence of 


it as one Man can have of what another 
thinks. —Neither he nor his Friends ſhewed 
any token of Joy or Triumph; no indecent 
Expreſſion eſcaped from any of them, tho' he 
has been falſly charged with it. A Behaviour 


very different from what was ſhewn by ſome 
others but a few Weeks after. The worſt 
thing he was ever heard to ſay upon the Oc- 
caſion was, that he was only ſorry the Speaker 
did not live ſome Months longer, that he 


might have made him more compleatly ridicu- 


lous; which I can ſay, of my own Knowledge, 
he had fully in his Power, and would have 
done to the Purpoſe. He had in truth a ſin- 
cere and hearty Contempt of that Perſon al- 
moſt from the firſt Sight of him, inſomuch 
that I never have known him laugh ſo cor- 
dially at any other Subject, and that too in 
the very Article of contriving the means of 
coming up with him. It is with true Regret 
that I am urg'd to ſay ſo many things to the 
Diſadvantage of the late Speaker's Character; 
I could have been well fatisfied that his Faults 
had been buried with him; I have not wan- 
tonly or maliciouſly taken up my Pen to di- 
ſturb his Aſhes ; but himſelf and his Friends 
have been the wicked, wilful Authors of my 
Trouble, and their own Reproach. Had 
they been ſo juſt as to ſpeak nothing but 
Truth of Mr. B—, I had been fo charitable 
as to ſay nothing of them. But when once 


it 
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it becomes unavoidable, that either Guilt or 
Innocence muſt ſuffer, an honeſt Mind can't 
deliberate long upon the Alternative. And 
yet the moſt partial of his Friends muſt allow, 
upon Recollection, that I have been far from 
indulging Ill-nature, or private Pique. Were 
I govern'd by Motives of this Kind, or were 
I to make Repriſals for the inhuman Treat- 
ment Mr. B-— and his Family have ſuffer- 
ed; I could open a Field where the moſt 


inveterate Rancour might ſport, without vio- 


= lating Truth, or reſorting to any other means 


than a ſimple Narrative of Facts, which can 
be vouch'd by almoſt every Man or Woman 
in this Iſland. After all, one is really at a 
Loſs which to admire moſt, the Wickedneſs 
or the Folly of this Faction. Could they 
imagine it feaſible to blow up the King's 
Governor with one Blaſt of Slander, without 
allowing him a Hearing, or any Means of 
_ defending himſelf? Did they believe there 
were no honeſt Men in Barbados, ſuch as had 
never bow'd the Knee to Baal, who would 
be ready to vindicate his Integrity, and ex- 
poſe their Malice? What could be expected 
from ſo vile an Enterprize, conducted by 
Perſons who had neither Parts, Learning, 
Addreſs, Knowledge of the World, or in 
truth any Talents, except matchleſs Impu- 
dence, and an Intrepidity in Lying ? 
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On the Death of the Speaker you'll ima- 
gine the Complexion of Things was chang'd. 
Some who ſeem'd to have forgot the Way to 
Pilgrim, came thither in Crowds, where 
they found a chearful Countenance, and 
a hearty Welcome, It was viſible, that the 
Governor made a rapid Progreſs in gaining 
the Affections, and quieting the Minds of the 
Inhabitants, in ſpite of the moſt treacherous 
Efforts to the contrary ; ſo that there was no 
room to doubt his Compoſing all Differences 
in due time, by over-coming Evil with Good. 
But this fair Proſpect was ſoon marr'd ; for 


he was ſnatch'd away, about a Month after 
his Adverſary, by a malignant Fever, that had 


been fatal to Lord Howe, and many other 


Strangers. He died the 6th of October, with 


that Reſignation and Fortitude, which is pe- 
culiar to Men of Senſe and Probity ; much 
too early for this Colony, as well as for his 


Family; eſteem'd, belov'd, and lamented by 


all who knew him well; hated by thoſe who 
knew nothing of him. Why was not the 
Publick Sorrow for the Loſs of ſuch a Ma- 


giſtrate as univerſal, as it was at the Death 


of his Predeceffor ?!—— The latter wore the 
Demagogue's Leading-Strings till they galled 
him; the former diſdain'd even to put them 
on. A ſad Example of the Lottery of Cha- 
racters! But it is not for me to enter into 
— rave 


3 3009 
grave Reflections, but leave that to you, who 
can do it much better. N 


Thus, Sir, I have given you a long Hiſtory 
of a ſhort Adminiſtration, in doing which I 
am not ſenſible that I have aggravated any 
thing on one fide, or extenuated on the other, 

The two Perſons, how unequal ſoever, who 
make the principal Subject of this Letter, are 
now 1n their Graves ; ſo that I can't think it 
were poflible to find a more infamous Em- 
ployment, than ſacrificing the Memory of 


either to that of the other, at the Expence of 


Truth. I fancy, Sir, you can hardly forget 


: that I have no Partiality for Men in Power; 


and of all mortal Men in Power, I have the 
leaſt Tenderneſs for Governors, whom I have 
had Occaſion, more than once, to regard as 
Groteſque Figures, dreſs'd up to ſhew the ri- 
diculous and weak Side of Government. But 


| I muſt confeſs with the ſame open Sincerity, 


that I could plainly diſcover, in the Magiſtrate 


ſo often mentioned, better Intentions, and a 
greater Alacrity in executing them, than I 


Manner of conferringFavours; his Hoſpitality, 
which tho' ſupported by a Pitance, excelled 


every thing that you or I have ſeen in this 


Place; all theſe I regard only as the Trappings 
| of his Merit, Allow me only to offer one 
1 55 Proof, 


had ever ſeen before in the fame Station. I 
ſhall not dwell upon his Affability, good Na- 
ture, dis Readineſs to oblige, with a happy 
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Proof, among many of more lubſtantial 


Worth. His Moderation was ſuch, that he 


never would entertain a Thought of doubling 


the Number of the Matroſſes, which he 


4 might have done at any time for eight 


Months together ; being not only enabled, 


but ſeemingly required ſo to do, in a time of 


War, by a poſitive Law. Yet becauſe it 
would have put the Country to a yearly Ex- 


pence of 22 50 J. which did not then appear 


to be abſolutely neceſſary, he generouſly ſuſ- 
ended the Execution of his Power in this 


Particular. Poſſibly, Sir, you will think ſome 
diſoblig d Governor, of a more vindictive Spi- 
rit, would have triumph d in convincing the 


People, by making them feel that they had 


| loſt clear 250 J. a Year by their Bargain. 1 
have ſometimes thought a more harſh Tem- 
per would have better ſuited the rugged Taſk þ 
which Fate aſſign'd him; and I muſt own 


he wanted that happy Indifference for Good 
and Evil, which ſo eminently diſtinguiſh'd 


ſome of his Predeceſſors, who far d much 
better; not by any ſuperior Addreſs, or Ma- 


nagement of theirs, but by Conjunctures ſo 
favourable, that they could not help being 
proſperous. | 


The Memb&s of his Majeſty” s Council | 


have unanimouſly born Teſtimony to the 
publick Acts of Mr. B-----'s Government. 


The Lawyers to a Man applaud in him the 
patient 


in Go 
patient upright Judge. The Wiſe and Vir- 
tuous, throughout the Iſland, give him their 
Nh To him we owe the beſt, the on- 
ly good Commiſſion of the Peace that any 
Man living has ſeen here, and this his E- 
nemies confeſs ; for he effectually clear'd it 
of all the Rubbiſh with which the Dema- 
gogue had loaded Lord H----'s Commiſſion, 
He abhorr'd from his Soul all unworthy 
Promotions, more eſpecially ſuch as con- 
cerned the Diſtribution of publick Juſtice, 
The Concurrence of your beſt Friends gives 
a Sanction to what I write. As they intereſt 
themſelves in the Cauſe of Juſtice and Truth, 
ſo they recommend it to your Care, well 
knowing that fuch a Cauſe is worthy of your 
Character, and ſuitable to your Diſpoſition ; 
for you delight in doing Juſtice both to the 
Living and the Dead. The perfect Ac. 
quaintance you have, as well with the Scene 
of Action, as the Genius and Spirit of moſt 
of the principal Actors, enables you to form 
the moſt exact Judgment of the whole, and 
to enlarge upon ſeveral Paſſages that are de- 
liver'd only in the Way of Hints, and 
might therefore appear obſcure to a Perſon 
leſs inform d. Your Friends declare you'll. 
run no riſque in aſſuring thoſe of Mr. B---, 
that he did nothing abroad to leſſen the 
good Opinion they had of him at home; 
on the contrary, that many Parts of his Con- 
duct muſt have rais d their Eſteem, had they 
5 2 been 


. | 
been Witneſſes of ſome Qualities,that can't be 
ſufficiently .diſplay'd without being the firſt 


Man in a Place. They deſire that his 
| Cauſe may be try'd by Facts, not by gene- 
ral Aſſertions and equivocal Expreſſions. 
His Enemies are called upon to ſhew, that 
this haughty imperious Governor (as he has 


been called) ever treated thoſe who came near 


him, even themſelves, with Diſdain, Anger, 


Diſtance, or indecent Language; that this 
avaricious Man ever made the leaſt Attempt 


upon private Property or publick Treaſure ; 


that this Tyrant did one illegal or oppreſſive 
Act: Let them ſhew all or any of theſe 


things, and then I will give up all I have ſaid 


for Slander and Fiction. 
Is it then poſſible there ſhould be found 


People ſo loſt to all Senſe of Virtue, and even 
of Humanity, who can ſtudy to reverſe the 


Character of a Gentleman, and paint him 


black, when they know in their Conſciences 


he is of a contrary Colour ? to do this with- 
out Shame or Remorſe, when there can be 
no Pretence of Miſtake, Milinformation, or 


Surprize ? The natural Anſwer is, there have 


been ſuch very lately in this unhappy Spot ; 
and I have no Scruple in pronouncing, from 


a certain Knowledge of what my Eyes have 
feen, and my Ears heard, that my Man in 


England would have met with Mr. B-----'s 
Fate, had he come in his Place, and done 
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to acquit myſelf of the Taſk with which 
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his Duty ; I am not certain, however, that 
many others would have born it with the 


fame Equality of Mind. Hard is this Gentle- 


man's Lot! that, he who took more Pains to 


do good than I ever thought of experiencing 


in a Weſt-India Governor, ſhould be at 
laſt beholden to a ſurviving Friend to prove 
that he did no harm! f 


T muſt not conclude, without apologiz- 
ing to you for making this Letter publick be- 
fore it reaches you. My Reaſon for ſo doing 
is this, as it contains nothing that ought to be 
a Secret, and has little or no perſonal Rela- 
tion to yourſelf, I was reſolved to give the 
Enemies of our late Governor that fair Play 


which they denied him. They have now 


an Opportunity of maintaining their general 
Charge, by deſcending to Particulars, and 
refuting what is here offer'd in his Vindica- 
tion. This, I am ſure, is what they can't do, 


and conſequently they will be left without 


Excuſe. I defy Mankind to anſwer the 
Facts that I have ſtated, otherwiſe than by 
a Vote of the Houſe. It was judg'd more 


| than poſſible, that ſome Dirt might ſtick 


where ſo much had heen thrown, and that 


this was the moſt likely Method to diſabuſe 


thoſe who had given way to wrong Impreſ- 
ſions. Be this as it will, I have endeavour'd 


you 


„ 
you were pleas d to charge me, without any 
other Merit than that of being. 


1 
| 
| 
| 
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Your moſt Obedient 


+: Humble Servant. 
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